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Don’t put Jesus first this year 

Yes, you read that correctly. Before you label me a heretic, let me explain. 

I imagine that many of you are going through a similar process as me right now of setting and 
resetting your priorities. Personally, I love this time of year. I’m a very goal-oriented individual, 
and I’ve found that reprioritizing and recalibrating your life is an indispensable activity if you really 
want to actualize your potential. 

And here’s what it usually looks like. We start by putting Jesus at the top. Then family. Then 
maybe career. And so on. So our priorities look something like this: 

1. Jesus/God 
2. Family 
3. Career 

Looks good. However, I’ve found that this isn’t very effective when you get down to the 
grind of everyday life.For example, what does it even mean to put Jesus before my family? Do I 
ignore my family to spend more time with Jesus? Or with your career, do you stop working to put 
Jesus first? 

The essential problem with this approach is that it segregates the different priorities of 
life. You end up removing Jesus from where you spend the majority of your time and putting Him 
on an island by Himself. The biggest island maybe, but an island nonetheless. 

I don’t think this is the way it was ever supposed to work.Colossians 1:15-20 repeatedly tells us 
that Jesus is first beforeand over everything. But it also says that all things were cre-
ated through and for Him. That in Him all things hold together. That the goal of the cross was 

to reconcile all thingsto Himself. 

So Jesus is first. He is first in order. He is first in importance.But He is so because He is the 

center of everything. 

That’s what He should be in your life. And consequently, the thing that is at the center of your life 

is the thing that is ultimately first in your life. 

This year, instead of worrying about putting Jesus first in your life, what if you concentrated on 
making Him the center of every area of your life? Not just the top priority in front of every other 
priority, but the top priority in every priority? 

Not Jesus, then my family. But Jesus in my family. 

Not Jesus, then my career. But Jesus in my career. 

We’d probably be a lot more successful in actually keeping Jesus at the top spot on our list. And 

we’d be much more likely to do an exponentially greater job at accomplishing our other goals and 

maintaining our priorities.  

Steven Furtick is the Lead Pastor of Elevation Church (churchleaders.com)  
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Dear Friends, 

The wise men of old understood the message the stars were indicating:  the Messiah had been born.   

They went in search of Him, and when they found Him they worshipped Him.  Are we seeking Him, and 

when we find Him, are we worshipping Him? 

At this time of year, we likely have all seen and heard Christmas carols, appreciated the lights, the 

sweets, the nostalgia of years gone by.  But have we really taken time to sit in awe of Him and worship 

Him from our inmost being?   Our service for Him must spring from hearts of worship. 

 How wonderful it is to find team-mates that also fervently worship Him.  This year a lady named 

Alexandra helped me to put on the Christmas play.  Many unsaved attended to hear the message.  Pray 

as Alexandra has taken over my Sunday School class and as we find ways to build into the lives of 

adolescents together. 

 Mario (son of Carla and Jorge) is 15 and growing in the Lord.  His family faces financial hardships.  He 

continues to fellowship in his local church and is a witness to his family who at one time attended church 

but have since dropped out.  We have helped Mario become involved in a new school and he has a new 

beginning.  Pray for continued spiritual and emotional growth. 

In the fall, I began teaching moral education at the junior high school in Venda do Pinheiro.   Ten girls 

attend the class, and they put on a Christmas play at their school.  Eight of the girls watched the Billy 

Graham DVD with me.  Pray as I continue to accompany them through our weekly classes and outings, 

that they would be saved and learn to walk with the Lord and impact their school. 

Praise God for an opening to another school where I can teach moral education.  Pray for wisdom as I 

plan special activities to reach adolescents in this very needy school. 

 Praise God for the nine unsaved ladies that study English with me on Tuesday evenings in the town of 

Arruda.  Four of them watched the Billy Graham DVD with me and showed spiritual interest.  Pray for 

ways to follow them up. Pray also for my student Diana who studied English with me this fall in the town 

of Samora Correia.  She received a Bible and indicated interest in knowing how to read it. 

 Thanks to all of you who have supported me financially and in prayer.  Keep praying.  God is 

answering.  May God bless each of you in your special place of ministry, work and worship in the year to 

come. 

Miriam Tyers                   Miriam Tyers                   Miriam Tyers                   Miriam Tyers                   2 Corinthians 8:6    



Daring to do what is right, not what fancy may tell you,  
Valiantly grasping occasions and not cravenly 
doubting— 
Freedom comes only through deeds, 
not through thoughts taking wing. 
Faint not nor fear, but go out to the storm and the 
action, 
trusting in God whose commandment you faithfully 
follow; 
freedom, exultant, will welcome your spirit with joy.  
- Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Stages on the Road to Freedom)  

Hello Church Family: 
 
The following is an information item from Lauralee Hall who is looking for people to be on a 
prayer team for the Church Family Retreat. 
 
Anyone interested in joining the Prayer Team for next spring's Church Family Retreat @ 
MBC is asked to contact Lauralee Hall at a.l.hall5@bell.net or by phone at (519)539-
8096.   Looking for people willing to pray for prayer items emailed directly to them.  The 
prayer team will come together for prayer on  Jan. 24th (Tues), Feb. 29th, March 21st, April 
18th and May 23rd (these dates are all Wednesdays) from 7:30-8:30pm at the church.  

 

 

 

I am pleased to inform my friends and associates at Huron Park Church that I have had my knee 
operation.  I went into surgery at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday and was in my room by 7:00 p.m.  Therapy 
began on Friday morning before breakfast, however, since I hadn't had anything to eat since mid-
night on Wednesday, I declined to go at that time!  The breakfast crew was already waiting in the 
halls and I was soon on my way to therapy which went very well.  The therapist was pleased that I 
was able to reach the maximum degree of knee bend (110 degrees) on my first session.  I had 
similar results at Saturday morning's therapy and the therapist told me I was ready to leave.  At 
noon hour the doctor informed me I HAD to go home!!  After a couple of hours of paper work and 
instructions, I made my way home with Rita driving.  Thanks for all your prayers. 

Blessings, Charlie 



 CHRISTMAS      2011                                                      Tuesday, December 13th 

  

Dear faithful friends and family; 

  

Two months ago today, I arrived back in Bolivia for another term of service. 

To my surprise, I was met at the airport here in Trinidad by the members of our church congregation 

singing a “Welcome” chorus.  I think they were glad to see me!!! 

Pray for me as I adjust to the extreme heat and all that is involved with living in a tropical climate. 

  

Our new church plant “NEW LIFE IN CHRIST” has been going through a difficult time, due to 

misunderstandings, frustrations and immaturity.  Thankfully however, through much prayer, we are 

experiencing a season of forgiveness, restoration and refreshing. 

We need to take to heart the apostle Paul´s advice, “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 

through the bond of peace.”  Ephesians 4:3 

There is now a renewed vision to move forward, desiring to be a lighthouse in this community, reaching 

adults, young people and children with the GOOD NEWS of the Gospel. 

As you know we continue to meet in our home.  We have our eyes on a suitable property, it is a good 

size…1840 square meters, it is a corner lot on the edge of three 

“barrios” and in the rainy season it doesn´t  flood!! 

The owner has offered the land to us at $45,000.00..half the actual market price. 

We have been saving for a year now and have $5000.00 deposited in the bank. 

  

If you would like to help us…your gifts can be sent to SIM CANADA, marked.. 

NEW CHURCH PROJECT, TRINIDAD   #  BO 91526    Lesley Kayser 

In my next letter, I will update you on our progress ....Philippians 4:19 

Thank you so much for your prayers and faithful support. 

  

Last Sunday I spoke at a ladies meeting, a gathering of 100 women from several churches.  We reflected 

on the Christmas carol..”Thou dids´t leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown, when Thou camest to 

earth for me…But in Bethlehem´s home there was found no room for Thy Holy Nativity. 

O come to my heart Lord Jesus---there is room in my heart for Thee.” 

  

All the folk of the NEW LIFE IN CHRIST congregation, join me in sending our warmest wishes for a 

joyous Christmas and God´s richest blessings in the New Year. 

May there be room in all our hearts for our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

  

In HIS love 

  

Lesley Kayser                                                         SIM CANADA 

Casilla 233                                                             10 Huntingdale Blvd.. 

Trinidad, Beni                                                       Scarborough, Ontario 

Bolivia                                                                   M1W 2S5 

                                                                                               416 497-2424 








